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Difficult airway : definitions

ĒDifficult airway:

Ē A clinical situation in which a conventionally trained 
physician experiences difficulty   with mask ventilation, 
difficulty with tracheal intubation or both.

Difficult airway has 5 dimensions:  

1. Difficult BMV

2. Difficult laryngoscopy

3. Difficult intubation

4. Difficult EGD

5. Difficult cricothyroidotomy
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Predictors of  difficult Mask 

ventilation

2 or more of  

the above predictors

Ē B Beard

Ē O Obesity with BMI > 26 Kg/m2

Ē N No teeth

Ē E Elderly > 55 years

Ē S Snorers







Difficult laryngoscopy and intubation

(LEMON)

Ē Difficult laryngoscopy and intubation

Ē (LEMON)

Ē L = Look externally

Ē E= Evaluate 3-3-2

Ē M= Mallampati

Ē O= Obstruction

Ē N= Neck mobility



Best attempt laryngoscopy

Ē Laryngoscopy performed by reasonably experienced 

laryngoscopist with the patient in optimal sniff  position 

having no significant muscle tone & the laryngoscopist 

has an option of  change of  blade type & length.


